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LESSON 4
Continent Building

Directions: On the line before each definition, write the letter of the term that matches it correctly. Some terms
may be used more than once or not at all.



1.
This describes elevation in most continental
interiors.



2.
Many rocks in continental interiors are of these
types.



3.
These add igneous rock and cause continents to
increase in size.



4.
These can create large plateaus.



5.
These can collide and push fragments of one
continent onto another.



6.
This is an extensive area of level or rolling land.



7.
These are located near the edges of continents.



8.
These are areas of subsidence and regions with
low elevation.



9.
These accumulate in basins.



10.
Most of our energy resources come from these
areas.


11.
This is a flat region with high elevations.


A.
a few hundred feet
above sea level

B.
sediments

C.
plateaus

D.
tectonic plates

E.
basins

F.
highest elevations

G.
erosion

H.
old igneous and
metaphoric

I.
plain

J.
subsidence

K.
volcanic eruptions
Earth Dynamics
71

[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]


Name 
  Date 
  Class 

[image: image7.png]




LESSON 4
Continent Building
Key Concept What are two ways continents grow?
Directions: Write the letter for each sentence and phrase on the diagram to explain how continents grow. Letters
may be used more than once.
A.
addition of igneous rocks

B.
Less-dense fragments are added.

C.
Hot molten rock rises to surface.

D.
subduction at convergent boundaries

E.
Ancient seafloor was pushed onto a continent.

F.
Parts once belonged to another continent.

G.
Lava flows onto Earth’s surface and hardens.
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LESSON 4
Continent Building
Key Concept What are two ways continents grow?
Directions: Circle the term in parentheses that correctly completes each sentence.
1.
Island arcs, whole continents, or continental fragments can be added to a continent
when two tectonic plates (collide, diverge).

2.
Patterns in Earth’s history include cyclical patterns of mountain and continent
(destruction, building) followed by erosion and weathering.

3.
Continents can get bigger through the addition of (igneous, sedimentary) rocks from
erupting volcanoes.

4.
Rock and soil carried away by (compression, erosion) are deposited in new places. Over
time, these materials build up new landforms.

5.
At divergent plate boundaries, new material is added as (hot, cold) rock rises to the surface.

6.
The movement of tectonic (faults, plates) can cause two smaller continents to join
together.

7.
When an oceanic plate collides with a continental plate, melting rocks from the
oceanic plate rise and form (volcanoes, earthquakes) on the continent. The Andes
mountains in South American were formed in this way.

8.
Large, upper-mantle (melting, freezing) events can trigger the growth of continental crust.
9.
The principal reason for continental growth along the edges of California is
(earthquakes, subduction).

10.
Continents grow along a subduction zone through mountain building or the addition
of (oceanic, continental) fragments.

11.
At a convergent boundary, fragments that are (less, more) dense are pushed onto the
margin of one of the continents.
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LESSON 4
Continent Building
Key Concept What are the differences between interior plains, basins, and plateaus?
Directions: Write the number of each statement in the correct part of the circle. There are three statements for
each part.



1.
These are flat regions with high elevations.
2.
The rocks in these regions are usually stable, flat, very old, and very strong.
3.
These areas of subsidence have low elevation.
4.
These can be formed by uplift, resulting from tectonic plate movement.
5.
These cover most of the central region of North America.
6.
These are extensive areas of flat or rolling land.
7.
Sediments that erode from mountains accumulate in these low-lying regions.
8.
Large regions of this type can be created by the eruption of lava flowing onto Earth’s surface.
9.
Organic remains in these regions are converted into oil, natural gas, and coal.
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